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he vision of the Centre for Higher Education 
development (CHEd) is to be a cross-faculty 

unit that contributes to continual improvement in 
the quality and effectiveness of higher education – 
at UCT and nationally – through widening access, 
promoting excellence through equity, developing 
the curriculum in partnership with faculties, 
and enhancing the competence of graduates by 
ensuring the provision of key skills.

CHEd’s research arises from institutional and national 
need as well as individual interest. Higher education 
has sole responsibility for producing the graduates that 
provide the core of the advanced knowledge and skills 
that are essential for South Africa’s social and economic 
development. This represents a major challenge which 
the sector is still far from adequately meeting. The 
government has identified skills shortages as a central 
obstacle to development, but despite some successful 
institutions and areas of excellence South African higher 
education remains a low-participation, high-attrition 
system still characterised by ‘race’ and class inequalities 
in access and success rates that severely impede 
progress. fresh approaches, based on systematic 
knowledge of teaching and learning, are needed to 
ensure that the universities, including UCT, can maximise 
their contribution to the country.

CHEd’s research mission is geared to addressing this 
need through investigating and developing educational 
theory and practice that are effective in our context.  it 
aims to ensure that educational development work, at and 
beyond UCT, is based on rigorous and ethical research 
that serves such objectives as equity of access, realising 
the academic potential of students from all sections of the 
population, improving graduate output and outcomes, 
and generally strengthening the quality of teaching 
and learning in higher education. much of the research 
focuses on teaching-and-learning approaches, curriculum 
design – often in relation to specific disciplines – and the 
conditions that promote learning. There is also a strong 
strand of research on and for higher education policy, 

sponsored by bodies such as the department of Higher 
Education and Training, the Council on Higher Education, 
Higher Education South Africa, international charitable 
foundations, and the national Business initiative.

South Africa’s challenges are substantial but not 
unique, and a key feature of CHEd’s research is to 
draw on, extend and disseminate, the body of tertiary 
teaching-and-learning knowledge that has been 
rapidly growing internationally over the past three 
decades. To this end, many CHEd academic staff are 
developing productive associations with individuals, 
institutions and scholarly bodies abroad, and CHEd’s 
Centre for Educational Technology is leading the way 
with linkages elsewhere in Africa. CHEd’s intellectual 
contribution to national education debates continues 
to be strong, as indicated in publications in accredited 
local and regional journals such as SA Journal of 
Higher Education, African Journal of Research in 
Mathematics, Science and Technology Education, 
Southern African Linguistics and Applied Language 
Studies, and SA Journal of Libraries and Information 
Science. However, international interest in South 
African higher education research is evidenced in 
the growing number of CHEd publications in leading 
international journals such as Teaching in Higher 
Education, Studies in Higher Education, International 
Journal for the Study of Southern African Literature 
and Languages, International Journal of Community 
Research and Engagement and International Journal of 
Education and Development using ICT.

CHEd’s research activity and output are increasing. 
indicators of growth include a doubling of accredited 
journal articles from 2005 to 2010, and a five-fold 
increase in the value of research contracts between 2007 
and 2010. CHEd now has eight nRf-rated researchers, 
and, with nearly two-thirds of its permanent academic 
staff actively involved in the Emerging Researcher 
Programme, we believe that this number will increase 
steadily. There are intriguing new areas of inquiry 
emerging, including taking understanding of aspects 
of curriculum to a new level through analysing the 
knowledge characteristics of curricula and qualification 
types, with significant implications for key issues such 
as articulation between academic, professional and 
vocational learning, and access to postgraduate study.

with this trajectory and staff commitment, we are 
confident that CHEd’s research identity and impact 
will continue to grow.

aSSoCiaTE pRofESSoR nan yELd
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ucT has joined the open content revolution, with its own open content Directory 
(http://opencontent.uct.ac.za/), which allows easy, free, online access to a selection 
of ucT teaching and learning resources. Funded by the shuttleworth Foundation 
and developed as part of the open educational resources Project in the centre 
for educational Technology (ceT), the directory showcases ucT’s collection 
of open educational resources. The subsequent development of the broader 
openucT initiative will increase the institution’s participation in the global open 
research, teaching and social responsiveness environment, making a range of ucT’s 
knowledge resources available to anyone with internet access.

“Launching the open content Directory is a significant step towards making ucT’s african 
knowledge more accessible to the world,” says Vice-chancellor Dr max Price. “The open 
movement is already giving africans easier access to knowledge from the world’s top universities.”  
in addition, ceT’s associate Professor cheryl hodgkinson-Williams said that making such materials 
available outside academic circles will help create a culture of lifelong learning in south africa.

TakINg aFRICa'S kNOwLeDge TO THe wORLD

aCaDemIC DeVeLOpmeNT 
pROgRamme

CHapTeRS IN BOOkS

dAvidowitz, b. And Rollnick, m. 2010. Adjustment 
of under-prepared students to tertiary education. In M. 
Rollnick (ed.), Identifying Potential for Equitable Access to 
Tertiary Level Science, pp. 89–106. Netherlands: Springer. 
ISBN 9789048132232. [CREE]

lubben, F., Allie,S. And buFFleR, A. 2010. 
Experimental work in Science. In  M. Rollnick (ed.), Identifying 
Potential for Equitable Access to Tertiary Level Science, pp. 
135–152. Netherlands: Springer. ISBN 9789048132232.

Scott, i.R. 2010. Who is “Getting Through” in South 
Africa? Graduate output and the reconstruction of the 
formal curriculum. In D.L. Featherman, M.J. Hall and M. 
Krislov (eds), The Next 25 Years – Affirmative Action in 
Higher Education in the United States and South Africa, pp. 
229–243. Ann Arbor, USA: University of Michigan Press.  
ISBN 9780472033775.

aRTICLeS IN peeR-ReVIeweD 
JOURNaLS 

ARcHeR, A. 2010. Challenges and potentials for Writing 
Centres in South African tertiary institutions. South African 
Journal of Higher Education, 24(4): 495–510.

ARcHeR, A. 2010. Multimodal texts in Higher Education and 
the implications for writing pedagogy. English in Education, 
44(3): 201–213.

ARcHeR, A. 2010. Shamanism and Science: curriculum 
as reciprocal and transformative. Education as Change, 
14(1): 61–75.

ARcHeR, A. 2010. Visual dimensions of academic discourse 
in higher education. Communitas: Journal for Community 
Communication and Information Impact, 15: 57–71.

ARmien, m.n. And le Roux, k. 2010. Student perspectives 
on group work in support of the learning of mathematics at 
high school and at a university of technology. African Journal of 
Research in Mathematics, Science and Technology Education, 
14(2): 42–55. [CREE]

cRAig, t.S. 2010. Development of an engineering identity:  
personal discovery of classroom mathematics in “real 
engineering”. African Journal of Research in Mathematics, 
Science and Technology Education, 14(2): 56–70. [CREE]

dAvidowitz, b., cHittleboRougH, g. And muRRAy, 
e. 2010. Student-generated submicro diagrams:  a useful 
tool for teaching and learning chemical equations and 
stoichiometry. Chemistry Education Research  and Practice, 
11: 154–164. [CREE]

le Roux, k. 2009. Flu viruses, a lucky community and cosine 
graphs:  The possibilities opened up by the use of a socio-political 
perspective to study learning in an undergraduate access course 
in mathematics. African Journal of Research in Mathematics, 
Science and Technology Education, 13(2): 44–63. [CREE]

long, c., dunne, t.t. And cRAig, t.S. 2010. Proficiency in 
the multiplicative conceptual field:  using Rasch measurement 
to identify levels of competence. African Journal of Research 
in Mathematics, Science and Technology Education, 14(3): 
79–91. [CREE]

lubben, F., dAvidowitz, b., buFFleR, A., Allie, S. 
And Scott, i. 2010. Factors influencing access  students’ 
persistence in an undergraduate science programme: a South 
African case study. International Journal of Educational 
Development, 30: 351–358. [CREE]

luckett, k.m. 2010. A ‘quality revolution’ constrained?  
A critical reflection on quality assurance methodology from 
the South African Higher Education context. Quality in Higher 
Education, 16(1): 71–76.

luckett, k.m. 2010. Knowledge claims and codes of 
legitimation: implications for curriculum recontextualisation 
in South African higher education. Africanus, 40(1): 4–18.

PAxton, m.i.J. And tyAm, n. 2010. Xhosalising English? 
Negotiating meaning and identity in Economics. Southern 
African Linguistics and Applied Language Studies, 28(3): 
247–257.

PotgieteR, m. And dAvidowitz, b. 2010. Grade 12 
achievement rating scales in the new National Senior Certificate 
as indication of preparedness for tertiary chemistry. South 
African Journal of Chemistry, 63: 75–82. [CREE]

peeR-ReVIeweD pUBLISHeD 
CONFeReNCe pROCeeDINgS

FRitH, v., le Roux, k., lloyd, P.J., JAFtHA, J., 
mHAkuRe, d. And RugHubAR-Reddy, S. 2010. 
Tensions between context and content in a quantitative 
literacy course at university. In U. Gellert, E. Jablonka and 
C. Morgan (eds), Proceedings of the Sixth International 
Mathematics Education and Society Conference, 20–25 
March 2010, Berlin, Germany. Berlin: Freie Universität 
Berlin. ISSN 20779933. [CREE]

le Roux, k. 2010. “I was thinking the wrong thing” / “I 
was looking in a particular way”: In search of analytic tools for 
studying mathematical action from a socio-political perspective. 
In U. Gellert, E. Jablonka and C. Morgan (eds), Proceedings of 
the Sixth International Mathematics Education and Society 
Conference, 20–25 March 2010, Berlin, Germany. Berlin: Freie 
Universität Berlin. ISSN 20779933. [CREE]



236 UCT 2010 RESEaRCH REpoRT CEnTRE foR HigHER EdUCaTion dEvELopmEnT

cRee – Centre for Research in Engineering Education. 
 Also see page 41.
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CHapTeRS IN BOOkS
cARR, A.m. 2010. Stories of Change: e/merge @ 
the University of Cape Town. In U.D. Ehlers and D. 
Schneckenberg (eds), Changing Cultures in Higher Education 
– Moving Ahead to Future Learning, pp. 355–356. Berlin, 
Heidelberg: Springer-Verlag. ISBN 9783642035814.

cARR, A.m., czeRniewicz, l. And bRown, c. 2010. 
Supporting changing cultures through emerging practices. 
In U.-D. Ehlers and D. Schneckenberg (eds), Changing 
Cultures in Higher Education – Moving Ahead to Future 
Learning, pp. 285–298. Berlin, Heidelberg: Springer-
Verlag. ISBN 9783642035814.

czeRniewicz, l. And bRown, c. 2010. Strengthening 
and weakening boundaries. Students negotiating 
technology mediated learning. In R. Sharpe, H. Beetham 
and S. Freitas (eds), Rethinking Learning for a Digital Age, 
pp. 142–169. Oxon: Routledge. ISBN 9780415875431.

aRTICLeS IN peeR-ReVIeweD 
JOURNaLS 

bRown, c. And czeRniewicz, l. 2010. Debunking 
the ‘digital native’: beyond digital apartheid, towards 
digital democracy. Journal of Computer Assisted 
Learning, 26: 357–369.

cox, g. 2010. Defining innovation: using soft systems 
methodology to approach the complexity of innovation 
in educational technology. International Journal of 
Education and Development using ICT, 6: 5–13.

czeRniewicz, l. 2010. Educational technology – 
mapping the terrain with Bernstein as cartographer. 
Journal of Computer Assisted Learning, 26(6): 523–534.

de JAgeR, k. And bRown, c. 2010. The tangled 
web: investigating academics’ views of plagiarism at the 
University of Cape Town. Studies in Higher Education, 
35(5): 513–528.

gRAy, e. 2010. Access to Africa’s knowledge: publishing 
development research and measuring value. African Journal 
of Information and Communication, 2009/2010(10): 4–19.

mASteRS, k., ng’Ambi, d. And todd, g. 2010. “I 
found it on the Internet”. Preparing for the e-patient in 
Oman. Sultan Quaboos University Medical Journal, 10(2): 
169–179.

peeR-ReVIeweD pUBLISHeD 
CONFeReNCe pROCeeDINgS

cARR, A.m. 2010. e/merge: using online conferences 
to promote professional development in Africa. In P. 
Cunningham and M. Cunningham (eds), IST-Africa 2010 
Conference Proceedings: International Information 
Management Corporation (IIMC), 19–21 May 2010, 
Durban, South Africa. Ireland: International Information 
Management Corporation (IIMC). ISBN 9781905824151.

cox, g. 2010. Sustaining innovations in educational 
technology: views of innovators at the University of 
Cape Town. In C. Steel, M.J. Keppell and P. Gerbic (eds), 
Proceedings of ASCILITE Sydney, 5–8 December, 
Sydney, Australia. Sydney: University of Queensland.  
ISBN 9781742720166.

czeRniewicz, l. And bRown, c. 2010. Born into the 
digital age in the south of Africa: the reconfiguration of the 
digital citizen. In L. Dirckinck-Holmfeld, V. Hodgson and 
C. Jones (eds), Proceedings of the Seventh International 
Conference on Networked Learning 2010, 3–4 May 
2010, Aalborg, Denmark. Lancaster: Lancaster University.  
ISBN 9781862202252.

luo, A., ng’Ambi, d. And HAnSS, t. 2010. Towards 
building a productive, scalable and sustainable collaboration 
model for open educational resources. In W. Lutters, D.H. 
Sonnenwald, T. Gross and M. Reddy (eds), Proceedings of 
the 16th ACM International Conference on Supporting 
Group Work, 7–10 November 2010, Florida, USA. 
New York: Association for Computing Machinery (ACM).  
ISBN 9781450303873.

ng’Ambi, d., JoHnSton, k. And kAbAndA, S. 
2010. Podcasting for mobile learners: using ubiquitous 
technologies to enhance learning in large classes. In M. 
Montebello, V. Camilleri and A. Dingi (eds), Proceedings 
of the Ninth International Conference on Mobile Learning, 
19–22 October, Malta. Valletta, Malta: Association for 
Mobile Learning. ISBN 9789993209379.

ConTaCT dETaiLS 
Tel:   +27 21 650 3841
Fax:  +27 21 650 5045
E-mail: Shirley.Rix@uct.ac.za
Web:  http://www.cet.uct.ac.za

CeNTRe FOR 
INFORmaTION LITeRaCY

aUTHOReD BOOkS

dARcH, c. And undeRwood, P.g. 2010. Freedom 
of Information and the Developing World: The Citizen, 
the State and Models of Openness. Oxford: Chandos/ 
Woodhead. 317pp. ISBN 9781843341475.

aRTICLeS IN peeR-ReVIeweD 
JOURNaLS 

dARcH, c., de JAgeR, k. And dAnielS, w. 2010. 
The Research Commons: a new creature in the library? The 
International Journal for Library and Information Services, 
11(2): 116–130.

de JAgeR, k. And bRown, c. 2010. The tangled web: 
investigating academics’ views of plagiarism at the University 
of Cape Town. Studies in Higher Education, 35(5): 513–528.

mASAngo, c.A. 2010. Indigenous traditional knowledge 
protection: prospects in South Africa’s intellectual property 
framework? South African Journal of Libraries and Information 
Science, 76(1): 74–79.

mASAngo, c.A. 2010. The fate of the First Sale Doctrine on 
Scholarship with the advent of the public lending right system 
in South Africa’s public libraries. Mousaion, 28(2): 153–164.

ConTaCT dETaiLS
Tel:  +27 21 650 3094
Fax:  +27 21 650 4545
E-mail:  cil-ched@uct.ac.za
Web:  http://www.ched.uct.ac.za/

departments/cil/ 

HIgHeR aND aDULT 
eDUCaTION STUDIeS aND 
DeVeLOpmeNT UNIT

aRTICLeS IN peeR-ReVIeweD 
JOURNaLS  

blAckie, m.A.l., cASe, J.m. And JAwitz, J.P. 2010. 
Student-centredness: the link between transforming students 
and transforming ourselves. Teaching in Higher Education, 
15(6): 637–646. [CREE]

cliFF, A. And monteRo, e. 2010. The balance between 
excellence and equity on an admission test: contributions of 
experiences in South Africa and Costa Rica. Ibero-American 
Journal of Educational Evaluation, 3(2): 8–28.
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mcmillAn, J.m.e. 2010. Through an activity theory 
lens: conceptualizing service learning as ‘boundary work’. 
Gateways: International Journal of Community Research 
and Engagement, 2: 39–60.

ConTaCT dETaiLS
Tel:  +27 21 650 3478
Fax:  +27 21 650 5045
E-mail: Jeff.Jawitz@uct.ac.za
Web:  http://www.haesdu.uct.ac.za

CeNTRe FOR OpeN 
LeaRNINg

CReaTIVe wRITINg

pOemS pUBLISHeD IN 
aNTHOLOgIeS

FiSke, i.J. (wRiting AS de kok) 2010. Five poems. 
Our Sharpville. Transfer. Ground wave. The Archbishop 
chairs the first session. Time to go. In R. Malan (ed.), 
Burning a Hole in the Page: A Reader’s Guide to Seventy 
South African Writers, pp. 69–72. Pietermaritzburg: 
Shuter & Shooter (Pty) Ltd. ISBN 9781430600022.

JonkeR, i. And FiSke, i.J. (wRiting AS de 
kok) 2010.  One poem. The Archbishop chairs 

the first session. In J. Clare (ed.), Captured in 
Time: Five Centuries of South African Writing, pp. 
460–462. Johannesburg: Jonathan Ball Publishers.  
ISBN 9781868423781.

ConTaCT dETaiLS
Tel:  +27 21 650 2888
Fax: + 27 21 650 2893
E-mail: col-ched@uct.ac.za
Web:   http://www.uct.ac.za/continuinged/col/

DeaN’S OFFICe

CHapTeRS IN BOOk

yeld, n. 2010. Admissions policies and challenges. 
In D.L. Featherman, M.J. Hall and M. Krislov (eds), 
The Next 25 Years – Affirmative Action in Higher 
Education in the United States and South Africa, pp. 
229–243. Ann Arbor, USA: University of Michigan Press.  
ISBN 9780472033775.

aRTICLeS IN peeR-ReVIeweD 
JOURNaLS 

cHAbAtA, e. And nkomo, d. 2010. Affirming a role for 
specialised dictionaries in indigenous African languages. 
Lexikos, 20: 73–91.

mAdibA, m. 2010. Fast-tracking concept learning 
to English as an Additional Language (EAL) students 
through corpus-based multilingual glossaries. Alternation: 
International Journal for the Study of Southern African 
Literature and Languages, 17(1): 225–248.

mAdibA, m. 2010. Towards multilingual higher education 
in South Africa: the University of Cape Town’s experience. 
Language Learning Journal, 38(3): 327–346.

mAdibA, m. And nkomo, d. 2010. The Tshivenda-
English Thalusamaipfi/Dictionary as a product of South 
African lexicographic processes. Lexikos, 20: 307–325.

nkomo, d. 2010. The utilisation of outer texts in the 
practical lexicography of African languages. Lexikos, 20: 
371–389.

PAxton, m.i.J. And tyAm, n. 2010. Xhosalising 
English? Negotiating meaning and identity in 
Economics. Southern African Linguistics and Applied 
Language Studies, 28(3): 247–257.

ConTaCT dETaiLS
Tel:  +27 21 650 4158
Fax:  +27 21 650 5045
E-mail:  nan.yeld@uct.ac.za
Web:  http://www.ched.uct.ac.za

in January 2010, Dr Lucia Thesen and associate Professor Linda cooper hosted a colloquium on “The 
postgraduate condition: writing, risk and the making of new knowledge”. The colloquium, hosted with funding 
from the Programme for the enhancement of research capacity (Perc) and facilitated by Professor Brenda 
cooper, brought together scholars to find common themes towards a publication about how risk plays out in 
postgraduate writing. Participants included Kate cadman (university of south australia), mary scott (institute of 
education, London), suresh canagarajah (Penn state), moeain arend, clement chihota,  moragh Paxton (all ucT) 
and  somikhazi Deyi (cPuT). more recently, Theresa Lillis of the open university and PhD students aditi 
hunma (ucT) and emmanuel sibomana (Wits) have joined the project.

The project begins with a question: how do researchers project intended meanings through 
writing, so that others, whom they do not know, will hear them as they intend? This 
is a deeply political question. “Writing forces us to commit to this path, for now, 
and to leave other paths behind. it inscribes an identity that lasts long beyond the 
moment. many student and novice researchers – particularly those writing from 
the geopolitical periphery – experience a sense of loss in the compromises 
arrived at in the completion of the thesis. it is in this written product that 
knowledge production finds material form. in the process of writing, modes of 
expression and experiences are revised and erased along the way.” 

Thesen and cooper’s project is concerned about accounting for the 
deletions and silences that are part of the process of research writing, and to 
understand the consequences of what is lost in postgraduate student writing.  
“our interest in understanding what is ‘no longer there’ in the final product 
leads us to explore the notion of risk, and to look at it afresh and productively 
in relation to concepts such as voice.” 

FINDINg THe pOSTgRaDUaTe VOICe


